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A commercial fruit operation can be a source of satisfaction, pride and profit, but it can also 
be a big financial loss if it is not approached with caution and careful planning. Every year 
fruit plantings are purchased or planted by people who have no experience in growing fruit 
crops. Some have not attempted to familiarize themselves with the business before investing 
their money, time and labor. All too frequently, the results are mismanaged plantings and a 
disillusioned purchaser. 
Planning and good management are key to a successful venture. Marketing is a major but 
often neglected component of good management. While many pitfalls exist in fruit 
production, the worst scenario is to spend a great deal of money and time to produce a high-
quality product, then have nowhere to market it. 
The following sources were put together as a guide to help you plan your new venture. These 
sources will not be applicable to all operations, but they can help you gain a better 
understanding of fruit production and give you some hard information to use in planning. 
 
People who can help you 
 
● University Extension Specialists in each county in Missouri. They may not have 
the answers, but they are great at finding someone who does. 
● University Extension Regional Horticulture Specialists are a terrific resource, 
especially if your area extension specialist does not feel comfortable discussing 
horticultural concerns. These specialists all have background and training in 
horticulture, and would be happy to either answer your questions or point you in the 
right direction to solve your problems. Horticulture Specialists are in the following 
regions: 
East Central: St. Louis, (314) 889-2911 
Lincoln University, Jefferson City, (573) 681-5461 
Northeast: Palmyra, (573) 769-2177 
Southeast: Portageville, (573) 379-5431 
West Central: Independence, (816) 373-5500 
West Central: Kansas City, (816) 472-0227 
West Central: Warrensburg, (816) 747-3193 
Southwest: Springfield, (417) 862-9284  
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● The State Fruit Crop Specialist is a faculty member in the MU Department of 
Horticulture who handles commercial fruit crop production concerns. Once you 
have started planning, contact the State Specialist at: Department of Horticulture, 1-
40 Agriculture Building, Columbia, MO 65211, (573) 882-7511. 
● The Horticultural Adviser for Southwest Missouri State University works with 
commercial growers and homeowners who have questions on fruit production. Their 
address: Horticulture Adviser, SMSU Fruit Experiment Station, Mt. Grove, MO 65711, 
(417) 926-4105. 
● Other growers often provide the most information. They usually are very willing to 
share what has and has not worked for them. 
 
General textbooks 
These books give a good overview of fruit production. They are available in many 
libraries, especially University libraries. 
● Modern Fruit Science. N.F. Childers, Horticultural Publications, Rutgers 
University, Nichol Ave,. New Brunswick, NJ 08903. 
● Small Fruit Crop Management. 1990. G.J. Galletta and D.G. Himelrick, 
Prentice-Hall Inc. Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632. 
● Temperate Zone Pomology. 1978. M.N. Westwood, W.H. Freeman and Co. 
 
Specific books or publications 
The following pages list publications on producing, marketing and planning for Missouri's 
major commercial fruit crops. Some are free, but most must be purchased. Costs range from 
25 cents to $5, except for books. A source of the material is indicated for each publication. 
Where University Extension is indicated, contact your local University Extension center or 
Extension Publications, 2800 Maguire Blvd., Columbia, MO 65211. Where SMSU is 
indicated, contact the SMSU Fruit Experiment Station, Mt. Grove, MO 65711. 
 
General 
Fertilizing Fruit Crops (E-852). Contact: Michigan State University, Cooperative 
Extension Service, E. Lansing, MI 48824. 
Fertilizing Fruit Crops (Bull. 458). Contact: Ohio Cooperative Extension Service, 
Columbus, OH. 
 
Midwest Tree Fruit Handbook (ID-60). Contact: University Extension or Purdue 
University, Cooperative Extension Service, West Lafayette, IN 47907. 
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Proceedings Missouri Small Fruit Conference. Collection of manuscripts covering various 
aspects of small fruit production presented annually at the Conference. Contact: SMSU. 
Proceedings Illinois Small Fruit and Amateur Winemaker Schools. Collection of 
manuscripts from annual Conference. Available from Daniel Meador, 104 Horticulture Field 
Laboratory, University of Illinois. 1707 South Orchard, Urbana, IL 61801. 
Rootstocks for Fruit Crops. 1987. R.C. Rom and R.F. Carlson, John Wiley and Sons, New 
York, NY. 
Small Fruit Pests: Biology, Diagnosis, and Management (EB-1388). A. L. Antonelli, C. 
H. Shanks, G. C. Fisher. Contact: Cooperative Extension Service, Washington State 
University, Pullman, WA. 
Training and Pruning Small Fruit Crops in Missouri (MS-14). Contact: SMSU. 
 
Apples 
Annual Missouri Commercial Tree Fruit Spray Guide. Contact: University Extension. 
Commercial Apple Growing in British Columbia. Contact: The Publications Office, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Parliament Buildings, Victoria BC V8W 2Z7. 
Compendium of Apple and Pear Diseases. Contact: American Phytopathological Society, 
3340 Pilot Knob Road, St. Paul, MN 55121. 
Economic Analysis of Commercial, Fresh-Market Irrigated Apple Production in 
Arkansas. D.A. Kirchner, C. Price, R. Rom and C. Garner. Arkansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station Special Report 131, June 1988. Contact: Arkansas Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Fayetteville, AR 72701. 
Economic Analysis of Apple Production in Arkansas. C. Price, D. Kirchner, R. Rom and 
C.R. Garner. Fruit South Vol. 10, No. 4. 
Intensive Orchard Management. 1991. B. H. Barritt. Good Fruit Grower, Yakima, WA 
98902. 
Management Guide for Low-Input Sustainable Apple Production. Contacts: Cornell 
University (Ithaca, NY 14853), Rodale Research Center, Rutgers University, University of 
Massachusetts, University of Vermont. 
 
Peaches 
Annual Missouri Commercial Tree Fruit Spray Guide. Contact: University Extension. 
Peaches (MU publication G6030). Contact: University Extension. 
The Peach: World Cultivars to Marketing. N.F. Childers, Horticultural Publications, 3906 
NW 31 Pl., Gainesville, FL 32606.  
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Peaches, Plums, and Nectarines: Growing and Handling for Fresh Market. J.H. Larue 
and R.S. Johnson. Contact: Publications, Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
(Publication 3331). University of California, 6701 San Pablo Ave., Oakland, CA 
94608-1239. 
 
Blueberries 
Blueberry Culture. P. Eck and N.F. Childers. 1966. Contact: Rutgers University Press, New 
Brunswick, NJ. 
Blueberry Diseases in Michigan (E-1731). D. C. Ramsdell. Contact Michigan State 
University Cooperative Extension Service, E. Lansing, MI 48824. 
Blueberry Science. P. Eck. 1988. Contact: Rutgers University Press, New Brunswick, NJ. 
Growing Blueberries in Missouri (Bull. 42). Contact: SMSU. 
 
Brambles (Blackberries, Raspberries) 
Bramble Production Guide. M. Pritts and D. Handley. Contact: NE Reg. Agr. Eng. Serv., 
152 Riley Robb Hall, Cooperative Extension, Ithaca, NY 14853. 
Compendium of Raspberry and Blackberry Diseases and Insects. Contact: American 
Phytopathological Society, 3340 Pilot Knob Road, St. Paul, MN 55121. 
Growing Blackberries in Missouri (Bull. No. 39). Contact: SMSU. 
Growing Raspberries in Missouri. Contact: SMSU. 
Pruning Raspberries, Blackberries and Gooseberries (MU publication G6000). Contact: 
University Extension. 
Raspberries and Blackberries: Their Breeding Diseases and Growth. D.L. Jennings, 
Academic Press Limited, San Diego, CA 92101. 
 
Grapes 
Cold Hardiness of Grapes: A Guide for Missouri Growers (Bull. No. 41) Contact: 
SMSU. 
Grape Varieties and Culture (Home Fruit Production). CG-6085. Contact: University 
Extension. 
Compendium of Grape Diseases. Contact: American Phytopathological Society, 3340 
Pilot Knob Road, St. Paul, MN 55121. 
Grapevine Nutrition and Fertilization in the San Joaquin Valley (Priced Public. 4087). 
Contact: Agricultural Sciences Public., University of California, Div. of Agric. Sciences, 
Berkeley, CA 94720.  
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Strawberries 
Compendium of Strawberry Diseases. Contact: American Phytopathological Society, 3340 
Pilot Knob Road, St. Paul, MN 55121. 
Day-Neutral Strawberry Production Guide (Inf. Bull. 215). M. Pritts and A. Dale. 
Cornell Cooperative Extension, Ithaca, NY 14853. 
Midwest and Plains States Strawberry Cultivars. J.J. Luby. Fruit Varieties Journal 
43(1)22-31, 1989. 
Proceedings Illinois Small Fruit, Strawberry and Amateur Winemaker Schools. 
Collection of manuscripts presented at Annual Strawberry School. Available from 
University of Illinois, Department of Horticulture, 1105 Plant Sciences Lab, 1201 S. 
Dorner Dr. Urbana, IL 61801. 
Strawberry Cultivar Evaluation 1983-1985. Contact: SMSU. 
Strawberry Deficiency Symptoms: A Visual and Plant Analysis Guide to Fertilization 
(Bull. No. 4098). Cooperative Extension, University of CA, Berkeley, CA 94720. 
Commercial Strawberry Production in Missouri (in press). Contact: University 
Extension. 
 
Planning/Marketing 
Selected Fruit and Vegetable Planning Budgets (MU publication EC0959). C.D. 
DeCourley and K.C. Moore. Contact: University Extension. 
The Series: Should I Grow Fruits and Vegetables? Contact: Oklahoma State Cooperative 
Extension Service, Stillwater, OK 74078. 
● Identifying and Evaluating the Possibilities. (No. 180). 
● Basic Business Development Plan for Horticultural Producers (No. 181). 
● Non-Direct Marketing for Fruits and Vegetables (No. 182). 
● Direct Marketing for Fruit and Vegetable Crops (No. 183). 
● Pick-Your-Own Markets (No. 184). 
● Farmers Markets (No. 185). 
● Roadside Stands (No. 186). 
The Series: Cost of Producingin Western Michigan. Contact: Michigan State University, 
Cooperative Extension Service, E. Lansing, MI 48824. 
● Apples (E-1107). 
● Concord Grapes (E-2189). 
● Peaches. 
● Red Raspberries (E-2193).  
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Safety and pesticides 
Contact University Extension for the following MU publications: G1915, Laundering 
Pesticide Contaminated Clothing. 
 
Local grower associations 
These associations will keep you aware of local concerns, generate new ideas, and allow you 
to interact with growers with similar interests. 
The Missouri Blueberry Council. c/o Linda Jones, Rt. 4, Box 688, Springfield, MO 65802. 
The Missouri Grape Growers Association. Contact: SMSU. 
The Missouri Peach Council. c/o Hank DiCarlo, P.O. Box 160, Portageville, MO 63873. 
The Missouri State Horticultural Society. Contact: Arthur E. Gaus, 1-60 Agriculture 
Building, UMC, Columbia, MO 65211. 
Booneslick Organic Growers Association. Contact: John Brown, 1-40 Agriculture Building, 
Columbia, MO 65211. 
The Ozarks Organic Growers Association. HCR 72, Box 35, Parthenon, AR 72666. 
The St. Louis Area Vegetable Growers Association (the association addresses many small 
fruit production concerns). Contact: Horticulture Specialist for St. Louis. 
 
National grower/horticultural organizations 
The following organizations address growers' concerns nationwide through dialogue, 
annual meetings, and publications. 
American Pomological Society. 103 Tyson Bldg., University Park, PA 16802. 
American Society for Horticultural Science. 701 N. St. Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314-1998. 
International Dwarf Fruit Tree Association. 14 S. Main Street, Middleburg, PA 17842. 
International Apple Institute. P.O. Box 1137, McLean, VA 22101, (703) 442-8850. 
North American Bramble Growers Association. c/o Harry J. Swartz, Department of 
Horticulture, University of Maryland, College Park, MD 20742. 
North American Strawberry Growers Association. P.O. Box 1245, Tarpon Springs, FL 
34688. 
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Local fruit publications 
Fresh Picks: News for fruit growers who profit from their pickings. Published by the 
University of Missouri. Contact the State Fruit Crop Specialist, 1-40 Agriculture Building, 
Columbia, MO 65211. 
Trade magazines 
These magazines can help by covering standard practices as well as discussing new ideas. 
They can give you an overall feel for the industry. 
The American Fruit Grower. 37841 Euclid Ave., Willoughby, OH 44094. 
Good Fruit Grower. 1005 Tieton Dr., Yakima, WA 98902. 
The Great Lakes Fruit Grower News. P.O. Box 128, Sparta, MI 49345. 
The Grower. Vance Publishing Corp. 7950 College Blvd. Overland Park, KS 66210-1855. 
The Packer. Vance Publishing Corp., 7950 College Blvd. Overland, KS 66210-1855. 
Rural Enterprise. P.O. Box 878, Menomonee Falls, WI 53051. 
University of Missouri. Published by University Extension, University of Missouri-Columbia. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative 
Extension Work Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. Ronald J. Turner, 
Director, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Missouri and Lincoln University, Columbia, Missouri 65211. • University 
Extension does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability or status as a Vietnam-era veteran in 
employment or programs. If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and need this publication in an 
alternative format, write ADA Officer, Extension and Agricultural Information, 1-98 Agriculture Building, Columbia, MO 65211, or call 
(573) 882-7216. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.
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